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Chippendale link
Mark Singleton (left) and Steve Greatrex (right) 
shown with a Chippendale-cased George Pyke 
Barrel organ (inset: a detail of the organ). 

Singleton says: “In this tercentenary year of 
Thomas Chippendale’s birth, it’s fi tting that this 
piece should be offered, not having been on the 
open market in living memory.” 

Clockmaker and organ builder George Pyke 
commissioned the furniture maker to build 
cases for his pieces. This 1772 piece is believed 
to be the most complex that Pyke ever built and 
the case, Singleton adds, is almost certainly 
from the workshop of Chippendale. 

“We welcome input from any authority who 
can show why it is not,” he says.

The only other example sold for 430 guineas 
120 years ago, making the organ diffi cult to 
price, but Silvertone is looking for offers in the 
region of £250,000. 
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Musical duo are boxing clever
Dealership devoted to tuneful mechanical items that please ‘the eye, the touch and the ear’

With more than 35 years’ collecting 
experience each, Mark Singleton 
and Steve Greatrex have launched 
Silvertone Music Boxes, a dealership 
devoted to mechanical music. 

The pair met around 30 years 
ago when Greatrex, in the process 
of saving up for a new music box, 
advertised a piece from his collection 
and Singleton showed up to buy it. 
Their meeting launched a friendship 
that has long involved a dream to 
start a specialist business. 

Finally, though Greatrex is 
based in Plymouth and Singleton 
in Lancashire, the dealership has 
become a reality. 

Both long-standing members of 
The Musical Box Society of Great 
Britain, the two men aim to raise 
the profi le of their specialist area 
through education as well as sales.

“The music box is a pinnacle of 
design and construction that pleases 
the eye, the touch and the ear,” says 
Singleton. “It’s also a time machine. 
It delivers the exact live performance 
that our ancestors heard.”

These instruments have been 
around for hundreds of years and are 
generally considered to have reached 
a high point during the 19th century. 
Sounds are typically produced 
using a ‘programme’ pinned on 
wooden barrels or metal cylinders or 
punched on discs or strips of metal, 
card or paper.

Once regular auctions
Until the early 2010s, auctions in the 
fi eld were regular fi xtures at Phillips 
and Bonhams, but these, like other 
specialist sales, have now fallen by 
the wayside. And, the pair agree, the 
attention paid to mechanical clocks 
has – frustratingly – overshadowed 
that given to mechanical music. 

“There are some incredible 
investment opportunities out there,” 
says Singleton. “Yes, there’s a lot 
of mass-produced, run-of-the-mill 
stuff . But the odd great work of art 
does turn up.” 

The two collectors fi rst 
approached the world of mechanical 
music from a diff erent angles. 
Greatrex’s interest started with large 
disc and cylinder boxes and the 
reproducing piano. Singleton went 
for table disc boxes and later, more 
elaborate cylinder music boxes. But 

by Frances Allitt

off er top pieces (such as the Pyke 
barrel organ, see above right) on 
the ‘Stock’ page. The platform also 
includes a ‘Classifi ed’ section where 
users can post lower-value pieces for 
free, while collectors are also invited 
to (anonymously) display prize 
pieces on the ‘Collections’ page for 
users to admire. 

Wider audience
Meanwhile they are building up 
their YouTube channel (also titled 
Silvertone Music Boxes) posting 
videos of the pieces in action. They 
encourage collectors to contribute 
their own examples so that a wider 
audience can hear and watch the 
workings of these objects. 

Ensuring that these objects are used 
regularly is a key point in their care. 

“These objects are better when 
they’re played,” Greatrex says.  

“Leave a car in your garage for 20 
years, it probably won’t work when 
you try to start it.”

He worries about the large 
collections stored at some national 
museums in crates. As a better 
example he names the polyphon 
at the National Trust’s Overbeck’s 
seaside house in Devon. Played 
several times a day, it has recently 
been restored for the fi rst time in 120 
years, he says.

Future plans include participation 
in fairs. For now, the pair focus on 
spreading the word about mechanical 
music in general as well as their 
website.

“We’ll be pooling our experience 
in regards to shipping,” Singleton 
says. “I’ve moved loads of music 
boxes and I know all about it. We’ll 
ship anything across the planet”. ■

 silvertonemusicboxes.co.uk

they speak about the fi eld as a whole 
with matched enthusiasm. 

“What has always appealed to me 
is the skill of the Victorian engineers 
and Swiss clockmakers which allowed 
them to produce such beautiful sounds 
from resonating steel,” Greatrex 
says. “And they’re so varied. This 
was before the gramophone and there 
was no other way of having music in 
your home unless you could play an 
instrument yourself.” 

On the Silvertone website, they 

Right: this Bruguier 
singing bird box 
automaton is an 
early example of 
its type and is 
supplied with 
its original 
transit case. 

It is 
offered for 
a price in 
the region of 
£37,500.
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A possibly unique Swansea ‘Chinaman’ pattern spill vase c.1816, 
pictured below right is among the offerings at the next The 
Pavilions of Harrogate Decorative, Antiques & Art Fair.

In polychrome enamels, with a dancing fi gure against a 
backdrop of an exotic island, all on a white ground, further 
decorated with gilt seaweed tendrils, it was recently illustrated in 
Swansea and Nantgarw Porcelains: a Scientifi c Reappraisal (2017) by 
Howell GM Edwards.

Measuring 4in (10cm) high, it is offered by 18th and 19th century 
ceramics specialist Penrose Antiques from York for £2500. 

The fair is fully booked with 43 dealers standing at its next 
edition. Running from May 4-6, it is organised by Sue Ede of Cooper 
Events and includes many participants from the north of England. 

Local paintings specialist Sutcliffe Galleries is joined by Rowles 
Fine Art Gallery and Granta Fine Art. 

In other collecting fi elds, glass and sculpture specialist Solo 
Antiques attends along with Lakes Boxes, traditional and studio 
ceramics dealer John Newton Antiques and jeweller Plaza. 

First-time exhibitors include Elaine Phillips, offering antique oak 
furniture, the Soden Collection with modern and contemporary British 
art and sculpture and Robert Copley Chinese Snuff Bottles. 

 cooperevents.com 

28 April 2018  |  37

Alexia Amato 
specialises in antique 
glass and recently 
appeared at the 
Decorative Antiques 

and Textiles Fair in 
Battersea, where she 
exhibits three times a year. She has 
also stood at the Original Miami Beach 

Antiques Show.
 alexiaamatoantiques.com

1. How did you get your start? 
Both my parents were in the trade so I 
was naturally interested in antiques from 
an early age. I grew up in Italy and we 
would exhibit and attend antique fairs 
both there and in Europe. I started buying 
when I was quite young and then went on 
to study history of art at university. 

Afterwards I joined Bonhams’ 
ceramics and glass department and 
helped out on a stall at Portobello 
Market on Saturdays. I always knew 
that I wanted to set up my own antiques 
business, so in 1994 I set up Alexia 
Amato Antiques trading from Antiquarius 
Antique Centre on the King’s Road.

2. What is the concept behind your 
business now? 
I mostly sell online through my website 
or to existing collectors looking for a 
particular item. Not having a shop any 
more gives me the freedom to travel 
extensively sourcing unique pieces.

3. How has the trade changed since 
you’ve been dealing?  
Unfortunately, since so much buying 
and selling is done through the internet, 
Instagram and online auctions, some of 
the excitement has been taken out of 
the business.

4. One high point in your dealing 
career so far?  
Selling a pair of blue opaline perfume 
bottles to Viscount Linley for him 
to give as a present to his mother 
Princess Margaret, who collected blue 
opaline glass.

5. Real ale or espresso martini?  
Mojito is my favourite tipple!

5 Questions

Send your dealer news to Frances Allitt at 
francesallitt@antiquestradegazette.com

If you would like to be featured 
in 5 Questions, please contact 
francesallitt@antiquestradegazette.com

Shop talk – Antiques at Heritage 6 Market Place, Woodstock, OX20 1TA
woodstockheritage.com

In our continuing series looking through the keyhole of ‘bricks 
and mortar’ shops and centres, ATG talks to John Howard of 
Antiques at Heritage in Oxfordshire. 

Tell us a bit about the centre.
This building dates from 1494, when Henry VII was on the throne. 

I own the centre and live above it. There are 12 dealers, selling 
English country furniture, Arts & Crafts, silver, fi ne art, porcelain, 
pottery, jewellery, glass, mirrors, rugs, clocks, garden antiques, 
books, vintage luggage and accessories. 

I have my own English pottery showroom downstairs in the 
basement, operating mainly by appointment. 

You go into some centres and your heart sinks when you 
see the modern rubbish they’re selling. Our rule here is that 
everything we stock dates from pre-1940. 

What English pottery sells well right now?
English slipware is really buzzing. It’s the ultimately truth really – 
wet clay dug out of the ground, made by ordinary people, 
for ordinary people. It’s sculptural and looks great in a 
modern setting. The other strong area is English delft, made in 
the 17th and 18th centuries, objects that have gone past being 
antiques to become works of art.

Most of my business is on the internet, selling mainly to the US. 
Sadly, the US seems to appreciate English pottery more than we do, 
which is okay as I’ve ended up with a niche within a niche, really. 

Are you committed to staying here and in Woodstock?
Yes. Woodstock is a great catchment area. Billy Connolly 

and the director Sam Mendes have bought items 
from us. The centre is just an hour’s drive from 
London if you time it right. Antique dealers 
plough any money we have into stock and so 
rarely have pension funds. This centre works as 

my pension in a way. 

If you had an unlimited budget…?
I’d redo all the lighting and electrics and replace all 16 
cabinets, which would require about £30,000. A new 

cabinet costs about £1000 but it would be a nightmare 
job. You’d have to take everything out of them!

If you would
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Left: this large antique Baccarat 
perfume casket contains 

scent bottles and inside 
stoppers. Priced in the 
region of £1500-2500.  

UNDER
£1000

Elaine Phillips 
Antiques offers this 

17th century oak 
carving, possibly 
St Philomena, for 

£850. 

‘Chinaman’ rarity dances into Harrogate

Right: Albin Müller cigar lighter in copper 
and brass, formed as a stylised bird, 
5in (13cm) high. Designed by diverse 
designer and architect Müller, it was 
made by metalware company Eduard 
Hueck in Ludenscheid c.1904. Dealer: 
Les Hall from Hall-Bakker Decorative 
Arts, Antiques at Heritage. Price: £270.

Left: Swansea 
‘Chinaman’ 
pattern spill 
vase, c.1816, 
priced £2500.

Events and includes many participants from the north of England. 

UN RUNDER
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Elaine Phillips 
Antiques offers this 

17th century oak 
carving, possibly 
St Philomena, for 

£850. 

UNDER
£300

Left: two of 
12 Antiques 
at Heritage 
dealers, John 
Howard (left) 
and Les Hall.

Steve Greatrex
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This hyper-realist oil on canvas Orlando 
Furioso, top right, was painted by 
Pierre Peyrolle in 1996 and is one of the 
collection of pictures by the artist included 
in La Profondeur de l’Artifi ce, the fi rst 
exhibition for the French artist in the UK.

It runs at the Tomasso Brothers’ 
London gallery until May 11. Though 
the dealership specialises in European 
sculpture from the Renaissance to Neo-
Classical periods, this is one of several 
of contemporary shows it has staged, 
including a ceramics installation in its 
London premises during the London 
Design Festival last year. 

Peyrolle is influenced by Old Master 
artists as well as the 19th century Swiss 
symbolist and romantic Arnold Böcklin. 
According to his website, he seeks to 
“breathe life into the past” as a champion 
of representation. 

With La Profondeur, 4ft 11in x 7ft 4in 
(1.5 x 2.25m) he plays with a series of 
dichotomies (such as closeness and 
distance, visible and invisible) to depict the 
contemporary world. The 17 large-scale 
works included in the exhibition are priced 
from £75,000-250,000. 

 tomassobrothers.co.uk

Tomassos take contemporary focus

The full version of this article is available 
to digital subscribers on 

 antiquestradegazette.com

This 1958 mahogany and rosewood sideboard, above, was among 
the sales at the recent Antiques for Everyone fair at Birmingham’s NEC 
(April 5-8). It was offered at the stand of James Strang, a specialist in 
Scottish Arts & Crafts furniture, for £1500 and sold to a private collector. 
It was designed by Robert Heritage for Archie Shine’s Hamilton Range. 

Buyer who longed for 
a Scottish sideboard

Correction: Abbott and Holder will not be exhibiting at the London 
Original Print Fair this year as stated in Dealers’ Diary, ATG No 2338. Above: Pierre Peyrolle’s L’Apothéose de Saturne (2006), 

oil on canvas, 4ft 11in x 7ft 4in (1.5 x 2.25m) wide.  


